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we’ll investigate and prosecute the cus-
tomers, the unscrupulous adults who prey on
the young and the innocent.

We also have a duty to reach out to victims
of trafficking, some of whom were smuggled
into this country as children. The legislation
I sign today will help us provide important
new services to these victims, including ap-
pointing a guardian for young victims and
providing access to residential treatment fa-
cilities to help victims get a chance at a better
life.

We'll continue to call on other nations to
take action against trafficking within their
own borders. Three years ago at the United
Nations, I asked other governments to pass
laws making human trafficking a crime. Since
then, many have risen to the challenge. Sec-
retary Rice and I will continue to press the
others to rise to the challenge. We are work-
ing with the nations of Southeast Asia and
others to crack down on sex tourism. America
is a compassionate and decent nation, and
we will not tolerate an industry that preys
on the young and the vulnerable. The trade
in human beings continues in our time, and
we are called by conscience and compassion
to bring this cruel practice to an end.

For those of you who've worked on this
bill, thank you very much. For those of you
who are involved in this important struggle,
I appreciate your efforts, continue to do so.
For those of you who are providing the com-
passionate care to those who've been affected
by human trafficking, thank you for your
love. And for those of you in Congress who've
worked to make this reality, good work.

NoTE: The President spoke at 1:33 p.m. in Room
350 of the Dwight D. Eisenhower Executive Of-
fice Building. In his remarks, he referred to Re-
becca Turner Gonzales, wife of Attorney General
Alberto R. Gonzales. H.R. 972, approved January
10, was assigned Public Law No. 109-164.

Statement on Signing the Trafficking
Victims Protection Reauthorization
Act of 2005

January 10, 2006

Today, I have signed into law H.R. 972,
the “Trafficking Victims Protection Reau-
thorization Act of 2005.” This Act enhances

our ability to combat trafficking in persons
by extending and improving prosecutorial
and diplomatic tools, and also adds new pro-
tections for victims.

Section 104(e)(2) purports to require the
Secretary of State, prior to voting for a new
or reauthorized peacekeeping mission under
the auspices of a multilateral organization
(or, in an emergency, as far in advance as
is practicable), to submit to the Congress a
specific report. The executive branch shall
construe this reporting requirement in a
manner consistent with the President’s con-
stitutional authority as Commander in Chief
and the President’s constitutional authority
to conduct the Nation’s foreign affairs.

George W. Bush

The White House,
January 10, 2006.

Note: H.R. 972, approved January 10, was as-
signed Public Law No. 109-164.

Notice—Continuation of the
National Emergency Relating to
Cuba and of the Emergency
Authority Relating to the Regulation
of the Anchorage and Movement of
Vessels

January 10, 2006

On March 1, 1996, by Proclamation 6867,
a national emergency was declared to address
the disturbance or threatened disturbance of
international relations caused by the Feb-
ruary 24, 1996, destruction by the Cuban
government of two unarmed U.S.-registered
civilian aircraft in international airspace
north of Cuba. In July 1996 and on subse-
quent occasions, the Cuban government stat-
ed its intent to forcefully defend its sov-
ereignty against any U.S.-registered vessels
or aircraft that might enter Cuban territorial
waters or airspace while involved in a flotilla
or peaceful protest. Since these events, the
Cuban government has not demonstrated
that it will refrain from the future use of reck-
less and excessive force against U.S. vessels
or aircraft that may engage in memorial ac-
tivities or peaceful protest north of Cuba. On
February 26, 2004, by Proclamation 7757,
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the scope of the national emergency was ex-
panded in order to deny monetary and mate-
rial support to the repressive Cuban govern-
ment, which had taken a series of steps to
destabilize relations with the United States,
including threatening to abrogate the Migra-
tion Accords with the United States and to
close the United States Interests Section.

Therefore, in accordance with section
202(d) of the National Emergencies Act (50
U.S.C. 1622(d)), I am continuing for 1 year
the national emergency with respect to Cuba
and the emergency authority relating to the
regulation of the anchorage and movement
of vessels set out in Proclamation 6687, as
amended and expanded by Proclamation
7757.

This notice shall be published in the Fed-
eral Register and transmitted to the Con-
gress.

George W. Bush

The White House,
January 10, 2006.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:53 a.m., January 11, 2006]

NotE: This notice was released by the Office of
the Press Secretary on January 11, and it was pub-
lished in the Federal Register on January 12.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on
Continuation of the National
Emergency Relating to Cuba and of
the Emergency Authority Relating to
the Regulation of the Anchorage and
Movement of Vessels

January 10, 2006

Dear Mr. Speaker:  (Dear Mr. President:)
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for
the automatic termination of a national emer-
gency unless, prior to the anniversary date
of its declaration, the President publishes in
the Federal Register and transmits to the
Congress a notice stating that the emergency
is to continue in effect beyond the anniver-
sary date. In accordance with this provision,
I have sent to the Federal Register for publi-
cation the enclosed notice, which states that
the emergency declared with respect to the

Government of Cuba’s destruction of two un-
armed U.S.-registered civilian aircraft in
international airspace north of Cuba on Feb-
ruary 24, 1996, as amended and expanded
on February 26, 2004, is to continue in effect
beyond March 1, 2006.

Sincerely,

George W. Bush

NoTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Richard B. Cheney, President of the Senate.
This letter was released by the Office of the Press
Secretary on January 11.

Remarks on the War on Terror and a
Question-and-Answer Session in
Louisville, Kentucky

January 11, 2006

The President. Thank you all. Please sit
down. I think I will. Bad view. [Laughter]
Thanks for having me. What I thought I'd
do is maybe make some opening comments
and answer any questions you got. I probably
can’t stay here all day, since I've got a job
to do, but I'm interested in your opinions
and your point of view.

I hope the questions are broader than the
war on terror—if you want, you can ask me
anything you want. We got an economy that’s
going good, and perhaps you want to know
what we're going to do to keep it growing.
You know, we got a health care system that
needs reform. We got an energy problem in
the United States. I mean, there’s a lot of
issues that I'd be more than happy to talk
about.

I do want to talk about how to secure this
country and keep the peace. Before I do, I
want to thank Joe. He stole my line “Reagan-
Bush”—[laughter]. It was going to work just
fine, until he took it. [Laughter] But thank
you for setting this up. Thanks a lot for the
sponsors. I appreciate you all taking time out
of your day, and I appreciate your interest.

Before I begin, I do want to say I married
well. I'm sorry the First Lady isn’t with me.
She is a heck of a person. I love her dearly,
and she sends her very best to our friends
here in Louisville, Kentucky.



